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Sir: 

I, Michael Shane Cavanagh declare that I am the named inventor of US. Patent No. 
6,065,596 and that I believe the original patent (i.e., U.S. Patent No, 6,065,596) to be partly 
inoperative by reason of the patentee claiming more than the patentee had a right to claim in the 
patent. 

Xhe patentee claimed more than the patentee had a rigjit to claim in U.S. Patent No. 
6,065,596 for at least the following reasons: 
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The patentee claimed more than the patentee had a right to claim by reciting, in original 
claim 1 of U.S. Patent No. 6,065,596, for example, "An apparatas comprising a scalpel and a 
container holding said scalpel, said scalpel including: a blade attached to a handle, said scalpel 
having a major cross-sectional dimoision and a minor cross-sectional dim«ision; and said 
container including: an elongated scalpel recess closed at each end and receiving said scalpel, 
and having a firet portion receiving said scalpel blade and a second portion receiving at least part 
of said scalpel handle, said portions having a width slightly greater than that of the nuijor cross- 
sectional dimension of the scalpel and depth sUghtly greater than that of the minor cross- 
sectional dimension of the scalpel, the length of said scalpel recess being such that the scalpel 
blade is located within one of said portions irrespective of the position of the scalpel in the 
scalpel recess, and guide means for guiding a scalpel placed in said container to said scalpel 
recess; the arrangement being such that the scalpel received within said scalpel recess is 
positioned llierein such that the scalpel blade is not directed towards the opening of the scalpel 
recess whereby a ustar's fingers are substantially prevented from contacting a cutting portion of 
the scalpel blade." 

The patentee claimed more than the patentee had a right to claim by reciting, in original 
claim 1 1 of U.S. Patent No. 6,065,596, " A container for holding a suture needle holder and a 
suturing needle held thereby during surgical procedures, the container including: a substantially 
semi-cylindrical needle recess adapted to receive the suturing needle therein, and guide means 
for guiding a suturimg needle held by a suture needle holder to said needle recess; the 
arrangement being such that a suturing needle received wifliin said needle recess is positioned 
therein such that the point of the suturing needle is positioned within the needle recess such that 
a user's fingers are substantially prevented from contacting the point." 

The patentee claimed more than the patentee had a right to claim by reciting, in original 
claim 12 of U.S. Patent No. 6,065,596, "A method of retrievably and temporarily storing a 
scalpel between uses of the scalpel during a surgical procedure, said scalpel having a handle 
portion and a blade and having a major cross-sectional dimension and a minor cross-sectional 
dimension, said method comprising: placing the scalpel held by an operator into an instrument 
recess in an instrument holding container, the scalpel being held within the container to be easily 
accessible during surgical procedures, and removing the scalpel by the operator from the 
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instrument recess, said instrument recess closed at each end and adapted to receive said scalpel, 
and having a first portion adapted to receive said scalpel blade and a second portion adapted to 
receive at least part of said scalpel handle, said portions having a width slightly greater than that 
of the major cross-sectional dimension of the scalpel and dqith slightly greater than that of the 
minor cross-sectional dimension of the scalpel, the length of said scalpel recess being such that 
the scalpel blade is located within one of said portions irrespective of ttie position of the scalpel 
in the scalpel recess, and said instrument holding container having inclined guides for guiding a 
scalpel placed therein to said instrument recess, tiie arrangement being such that a scalpel 
received within said instrument recess is position flierem to be easily accessible for re-use during 
surgical procedures and such that the cutting portion thereof is not directed towards die opraing 
of the instrument recess whereby an operator's fingers are substantially prevented ftom 
contacting said cutting portion/' 

As evidenced by the rejection of original claim 1 during the examination of the present 
application, original claim 1 was too broad In accordance wifli the examiner's proposed claim 
amendments e-mailed to the attomey of the undersigned on March 19, 2008, which proposed 
claim amendments cure the error of claim 1, for example, claim 1 now recites **An apparatus 
comprising a scalpel and a container holding said scalpel, said scalpel including: a blade attached 
to a handle, said scalpel having a major cross-sectional dimension and a minor cross-sectional 
dimension; and said container including: an elongated scalpel recess closed at each end and 
receiving said scalpel, and having a first portion receiving said scalpel blade and a second 
portion receiving at least part of said scalpel handle, said portions having a widtii slightly greater 
than that of the major cross-sectional dimension of the scalpel and depth slightly greater than that 
of tiie minor cross-sectional dimension of the scalpel, the length of said scalpel recess being such 
that the scalpel blade is located within one of said portions irrespective of the position of the 
scalpel in flie sca^el recess, the width being substantiallv consta nt for the length of each of said 
portions, and guide means for phvsicallv guiding a scalpel placed in said container at a position 
outside of said recess into said scalpel recess; the scalpel recess being constructed so the scalpel 
received witiiin said scalpel recess is positioned therein such that the scalpel blade is not directed 
towards the opening of the scalpel recess whereby a user's fingers are substantially prevented 
from contacting a cutting portion of the scalpel blade/* 
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Also claims 1 1 and 12 have been amended, pursuant to the examiner's proposed claim 
amendments to cure the errors therein. Claim 1 1 now recites **An apparatus comprising a suture 
needle holder, a suturing needle bemc held thereby, and a container holding said suture needle 
holder, the container including: a substantially semi-cylindrical needle recess adapted to receive 
the suturing needle therem, and guide means for physically guiding a suturing needle held by a 
suture needle holder at a position outside said recess mto said needle recess; wherein a suturing 
needle received wifliin said needle recess is positioned therein such that the point of the suturing 
needle is positioned within the needle recess such that a user's fingers are substantially prevented 
from contacting the point/" Claim 12 now recites "A method of retrievably and temporarily 
storing a scalpel between uses of the scalpel during a surgical procedure, said scalpel having a 
handle portion and a blade and having a major cross-sectional dimension and a minor cross- 
sectional dimension, said method comprising: placing the scalpel held by an operator into an 
instrument recess in an instrument holding container, the scalpel being held within the contamer 
to be easily accessible during surgical procedures, and removing the scalpel by the operator from 
the instrument recess, said instrument recess having a length longer than the length of the scalpel 
and said in< gti^'"^ent heinp closed at each end and adapted to receive said scalpel, and having a 
first portion ad^ted to receive said scalpel blade and a second portion adapted to receive at least 
part of said scalpel handle, said portions having a width slightly greater than that of the major 
cross-sectional dimension of the scalpel and depth sUghtly greater than that of the minor cross- 
sectional dimension of the scalpel, the length of said scalpel recess bemg such that the scalpel 
blade is located within one of said portions irrespective of the position of the scalpel in the 
scalpel recess, and said instrument holding container having inclined guides for guiding a scalpel 
placed therein to said instrument recess, the arrangement being such that a scalpel received 
within said uistrument recess is positioned therein to be easily accessible for re-use during 
surgical procedures and such that the cutting portion thereof is not directed towards Ae opening 
of the instrument recess whereby an operator's fingers are substantially prevented from 
contacting said cutting portion." Hie und^lined subject matter shown above was erroneously 
omitted firam respective claims 1, 1 1, and 12 m the original patent 

All errors in the present reissue application up to the time of signing of this declaration 
arose without any deceptive intention on my part. Every error in tire patent which is corrected in 
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